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Approximately 3,000 to 5,000 Ukrainian soldiers were trapped between separatist-held territory
and the Russian border. These troops faced imminent destruction, suffering from severe
shortages of food, water, and ammunition. The Ukrainian army was on the verge of its first major
defeat. A strategically located plane crash could create an opportunity to rescue these encircled
forces
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Fuel tanks kept within
the wing of the plane

————— An incendiary warhead would

cause critical damage to the

| engines and control systems
A fragmentation warhead
would shred the plane with
shrapnel

The SA11 carries
a high-explosive
warhead that
weighs 150 Ib

(70 kg)

199/t 17in

It detonates within
65 ft (20 m) of its target
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Figure 6&: The last location of the aircraft in flight taken from the FDR. Wreckage distribution is grouped per
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